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Abstract 
Certain student actions are considered as unacceptable type of behaviors in US schools that generally lead to direct disciplinary 
referrals with no prior intervention and without any further evaluation. Consequences for such direct referrals are usually 
interventions such as After School or Saturday detentions, in or out of school suspensions with out of school suspensions are 
being the most common consequences for unacceptable types of behaviors, and even expulsion in some severe cases. In this 
study, first, descriptions of such disciplinary actions that are most commonly encountered in US schools are reviewed. Second, 
commonly implemented sanctions due to first time offenses as well as offenses for a second time and more are described within 
the context of federal and state laws and policies of school districts. 
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1. Introduction 
As in any classroom environment in the world, in US classrooms effective teaching and learning takes place only 
in well managed classrooms, where teaching and learning can flourish1. Some disciplinary actions however may 
need to be attended immediately for learning process not to get disrupted. These actions usually are fighting, 
excessive tardiness, disruptive behavior, profanity, disrespectfulness, theft, vandalism, public display of affection, 
threatening other students, etc2. Discipline referral forms are used to communicate such severe incidents with the 
school administration3. These forms are usually standard forms within a campus or district and are easily accessed 
from the online/network server or from the Assistant Principal responsible of discipline. For severe incidents 
discipline referral form is filled out directly even if the incident does occur for the first time. Parent(s) are called 
immediately and are informed about the incident. 
If referral is not made due to an immediate problem such as fighting but due to a problem that goes on for a long 
time such as continuously not turning in any work, repeated dress code violations, or continuous tardiness, then 
other interventions have to implemented by the teacher before referral to school administration. These interventions 
commonly are warnings, discipline points though not repetitively, conference with the student, written report to 
parent via email or weekly school mails sent with the student to student’s home, e.g. Wednesday mail, Monday 
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mail, etc or a phone call to parent, lunch detention, book report or essay assignments, cafeteria duty, restroom duty, 
referral to school counselor, conference with the parent, etc. If these interventions do not work with the student and 
the student continues to display the same disciplinary action requiring sanction then the student is referred to the 
administration that is usually the assistant principal responsible of student discipline at school for further 
interventions such as After School Detention, Saturday Detention, In School Suspension, Out of School Suspension 
or even Expulsion. 
In this study, severe incidents are reviewed first by giving descriptions of such disciplinary actions that are most 
commonly encountered in US schools using student handbooks and disciplinary policies of various school districts 
and campuses as resources4-11. Second, commonly implemented sanctions due to first time offenses as well as 
offenses for a second time and more are described within the context of federal and state laws and policies of school 
districts12-16  
2. Unacceptable Type of Behaviors Referred Directly with No Interventions 
Certain student actions are considered as unacceptable type of behaviors in US schools that may lead to direct 
referral and direct consequences of detentions, suspensions, and even expulsion. Such actions that are most 
commonly encountered in US schools are presented in an alphabetical order4-16. 
2.1. Abuse and/or Misuse of Computers and Laboratory Equipments 
Computer hardware and software, and lab equipments are for the benefit of all students. No student may 
purposefully tamper with the hardware, software, or tools and equipment so that it is inaccessible to other students. 
Computers and lab equipment are in the school for educational purposes only. Abuse and or misuse of computers 
also include loading private software, accessing inappropriate web sites or web pages using school equipment. All 
science lab equipment and materials are to remain in the lab unless otherwise instructed. Actions that require 
forms usually signed by students and parents before enrolled in a 
school, before starting to use related technology and equipment, or before taking a course that involves use of such 
technology and equipment. With such policies student and parents acknowledge that use of the network is not 
private and that the school may monitor any activity on the system and any violation may result in suspension of the 
right to use the system along with the possibility of being charged with any incurred damages and/or other 
disciplinary action at the discretion of the school. 
2.1.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parents/guardians contacted. Administrative discretion. Under supervision, student will repair, undo, 
reset, delete, replace or whatever needs to be done to undo the tampering. Student may have to pay for computer or 
lab technicians to undo tampering. Up to 2 day suspension17-18. 
2nd Offense: Parents/guardians contacted. Administrative discretion. Under supervision, student will repair, undo, 
reset, delete, replace or whatever needs to be done to undo the tampering. Student may have to pay for computer or 
lab technicians to undo tampering. Up to 3 day suspension17-18. 
3rd Offense: Parents/guardians contacted. Administrative discretion. Student will be banned from using any 
computer and science labs at school. Under supervision, student will repair, undo, reset, delete, replace or whatever 
needs to be done to undo the tampering. Student may have to pay for computer or lab technicians to undo tampering. 
Recommendation for expulsion19-21. 
2.2. Arson 
Arson refers to intentionally starting any fire or combustion on school property. 
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2.2.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Administrative discretion. Possible expulsion19-21. 
2.3. Being Habitually Tardy 
Being habitually tardy means to be late for the beginning of any school day and/or to be late for classes. 
2.3.1. Consequences 
Tardiness may have varying consequences starting from 1 DPS pts at the 1st offense, to after school detention at 
every 5 to 10 tardiness, in school suspension and out of school suspension at about 20 tardiness, which may lead to 
expulsion if not resolved17-22. Separate truancy reports may be filed with governmental truancy officers as well since 
if unexcused 95% and if excused 90% attendance to school is mandatory until 18 years of age in US23. 
2.4. Being Truant 
Truancy means being inexcusably absent from school or class without the knowledge of a parent. Students who 
are enrolled in prekindergarten, kindergarten, at least six years of age on/before September 1st, or have been enrolled 
in a public school first grade program, and have not yet reached their 18th birthday are required by related federal 
and state laws to attend school each day during the instructional year unless otherwise legally exempted or excused. 
Habitual truancy by law means a student has accumulated a certain amount of days, e.g. usually 5 consecutive days 
or 9 total days of absence in one semester. There are school and legal penalties that accompany truancy; in all cases 
a truancy officer may be contacted and consulted23. Texas State Compulsory Attendance Law, section 25.085 for 
instance states that each child must attend school each school day for the entire period the program of instruction is 
provided, unless exempt by law. Following information is quoted from the related law in the state of Texas; 
absences. Section 25.095 requires the district to notify (usually via truancy notices, letters in writing sent to the 
s that a school district shall file a complaint in justice or municipal court or refer a 
student to a juvenile court if the student "fails to attend school without excuse" for either 9 (10 for some states) or 
more days or parts of days within a six-month period or 4 (3 for some states) or more days or parts of days within a 
four-week period23. As before Senate Bill 1432, an absence currently may be excused under Section 25.087(a) for 
"any cause acceptable to the teacher, principal, or superintendent of the school." However, absences with such 
excuses cannot exceed 10% of the total school days per year, which equals to usually around 18 days under any 
 to be 
provided by legal guardians as to avoid the related charges as stated under Section 25.093 and Section 25.094 that 
places the legal guardians and the student under prosecution; respectively. 
School days in US, although may change one or two days depending on the state equals to around 180 days, 
making 9 or 10 school days 5% of the total school days that can be missed at most without an excuse. If absenteeism 
is because of a valid excuse, then the school administration must be provided with the necess
as emphasized in related state laws, such as TEC 25.086. 
2.4.1. Consequences 
Parent/guardian contacted. Administrative discretion on full range of disciplinary measures including expulsion 
from the school in addition to failing that academic year17-22. 
2.5. Bringing Beepers, Pagers, Cellular Telephones or Other Electronic Devices 
Radios, Tape or CD Players, Electronic Games, and/or similar devices are not allowed at school. They disrupt 
classes and distract others from learning. Students may bring a camera to school with a one-day advance approval 
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notice from the Assistant Principal. Based on TEC Section 37.082, the board of trustees of a school district may 
adopt a policy prohibiting a student from possessing a paging device while on school property or while attending a 
school-sponsored or school-related activity on or off school property. The policy may establish disciplinary 
measures to be imposed for violation of the prohibition and may provide for confiscation of the paging device. 
device" means a telecommunications device that emits an audible signal, vibrates, displays a message, or 
otherwise summons or delivers a communication to the possessor24. The policy may provide for the district to 
dispose of a confiscated paging device in any reasonable manner after having provided the student's parent and the 
company whose name and address or telephone number appear on the device 30 days' prior notice of its intent to 
dispose of that device. The notice shall include the serial number of the device and may be made by telephone, 
telegraph, or in writing; and charge the owner of the device or the student's parent an administrative fee not to 
exceed $15 before it releases the device. 
2.5.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parents/guardian contacted. Confiscation of the devices with retrieval only by parents/guardian along 
with a retrieval fee, e.g. $10. School cannot be held responsible for the confiscated items which are not received one 
week after confiscation22. 
2nd Offense: Parents/guardian contacted. Up to 2 day suspension. Device will be confiscated and device will be 
given to parent on or after last day of school along with a retrieval fee, e.g. $10. School is not responsible for the 
confiscated items which are not received one week after the last day of school17-18. 
3rd Offense: Parents/guardian contacted. Up to 3 day suspension. Possible expulsion17-21. 
2.6. Bringing Any Kind of Weapon to School 
A weapon includes, but is not limited to, conventional objects like guns, pellet guns, knives, smoke bombs, stink 
bombs, fireworks, or club type implements as well as mace, tear gas, or other chemicals. It may also include any toy 
that is presented as a real weapon. It also includes objects converted from their original use to an object used to 
threaten or injure another. The Administration reserves the right to all final decisions regarding the definition of 
what is a weapon. School personnel may search lockers, book bags, gym bags, coats, and/or any other containers if 
they suspect the presence of a weapon. TEC Section 37.125 states that offense of interfering with the normal use of 
a building or portion of a campus or of a school bus being used to transport students to or from school-sponsored 
activities of a private or public school by exhibiting, using, or threatening to exhibit or use a firearm is a third degree 
felony25. 
2.6.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. 3 day suspension with a recommendation for expulsion. Possible 
prosecution17-23. 
2.7. Bringing Inappropriate Materials 
Bringing inappropriate materials to school that includes content that is pornographic, criminal, hate related, etc. 
2.7.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. 3 day suspension17-18,22. 
2nd Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Recommendation for expulsion19-21. 
2.8. Bullying 
 
reasonable person should know will harm another student, damage another students property, place another student 
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in reasonable fear of harm to 
verbal or physical act26-27. 
2.8.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parents/Guardian contacted. Up to 3 day out of school suspension17-18. 
2nd Offense: Parents/Guardian contacted. Possible expulsion19-21. 
2.9. Bus Misconduct 
Bus misconduct is in broader terms considered as a failure to comply with rules of bus safety or disturbing others. 
TEC Section 37.126 states that a person commits an offense if the person intentionally disrupts, prevents, or 
interferes with the lawful transportation of students to or from school or an activity sponsored by a school on a 
vehicle owned or operated by a county or independent school district28. An offense under this section is a Class C 
misdemeanor23. 
2.9.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/Guardian contacted. Up to 2 day out of school suspension17-18. 
2nd Offense: Parent/Guardian contacted. Up to 3 day out of school suspension. Possible expulsion19-21. 
2.10. Cheating and/or Plagiarism 
Cheating on tests, plagiarism, and/or any other types of deception to get credit without effort is unacceptable 
conduct. Each teacher sets his/her own standards of behavior for the classroom, and students are expected to know 
the standards and procedures for each of their classes and the expectations their teachers have. The administration 
reviews and accepts and supports individual teacher standards and procedures for cheating and plagiarism. 
2.10.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Depending on the type of conduct, consequences may vary from grade reductions and 5 DPS points 
up to expulsion17-22. 
2.11. Conspiracy 
Any two (2) or more persons mutually agreeing to do any unlawful act26-27,29. 
2.11.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parents/Guardian contacted. Up to 2 day out of school suspension17-18. 
2nd Offense: Parents/Guardian contacted. Up to 3 day out of school suspension. Possible expulsion19-21. 
2.12. Displaying Threatening Behavior 
Threatening behavior can include verbal threats, both face to face, over electronic media (phone and/or 
computers), hand written notes, and/or non-verbal 
attempt to cause any student, teacher, administrator, or staff member to feel frightened or intimidated26,30. 
2.12.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Administrative discretion. 1 day school suspension17-18,22. 
2nd Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Administrative discretion. 3 day suspension recommended17-18. 
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3rd Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Possible expulsion19-21. 
2.13. Disrespect to teachers or staff or using inappropriate language and behavior 
Disrespecting teachers or staff or using inappropriate language and behavior responding in a rude and/or 
impertinent manner (i.e., rolling eyes, sucking teeth, not answering when asked a question, or talking back)26,30. 
2.13.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Up to 2 day in school suspension17-18,22. 
2nd Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Up to 2 day suspension17-18. 
3rd Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. 3 day suspension. Possible expulsion19-21. 
2.14. Disrupting Learning 
Disrupting learning includes any behavior that prevents other students from learning. It may include but is not 
limited to use of inappropriate written and verbal language, eating or drinking during class, chewing gum, 
insubordination, making noises, and/or selling or trading personal possessions to other students30. Additionally, TEC 
37.124 defines disrupting the conduct of classes or other school activities as including 
(A) emitting noise of an intensity that prevents or hinders classroom instruction; 
(B) enticing or attempting to entice a student away from a class or other school activity that the student is 
required to attend; 
(C) preventing or attempting to prevent a student from attending a class or other school activity that the student is 
required to attend; and 
(D) entering a classroom without the consent of either the principal or the teacher and, through either acts of 
misconduct or the use of loud or profane language, disrupting class activities31. 
2.14.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Teacher discretion with the recommendation of detention, and/or up to 1 
day in-school suspension17-18,22. 
2nd Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Administrative discretion including possible detention, and/or up to 2 day 
suspension17-18. 
3rd Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Administrative discretion including up to 3 day suspension, and/or 
expulsion19-21. 
2.15. Failure of Identification 
Refusal to stop, provide name and/or other information when asked to do so by a staff member, which includes 
deliberately giving false information or lying. 
2.15.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/Guardian contacted. Up to 2 day out of school suspension17-18. 
2nd Offense: Parent/Guardian contacted. Up to 3 day out of school suspension. Possible expulsion19-21. 
2.16. Fighting and Arranging Fights 
Fighting is an instance of physical contact in anger, regardless of whether fists or weapons are used on or off 
school grounds. In all but the rarest of occasions in which one student simply assaults an innocent bystander, any 
fight will involve disciplining all students involved in the fight26,31-32. Students who involve themselves in fighting 
will be sent home for the remainder of the day and he/she will be noted as absent22. 
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2.16.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parents/guardian contacted. Up to 3 day suspension. Possible expulsion17-22. 
2nd Offense: Parents/guardian contacted. Possible expulsion19-21. 
2.17. Forgery 
 
document is considered forgery. 
2.17.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. 2 day suspension17-18,22. 
2nd Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. 3 day suspension17-18. 
3rd Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Recommendation for expulsion19-21. 
2.18. Arson Gambling and Playing Cards 
Gambling includes but is not limited to card playing, dice shooting and sports pools and involves the transfer of 
money or personal belongings or assistance from one person to another. Bringing, trading, and playing any cards 
such as Pokemon cards, Yu-Gi-Oh cards, non-sports cards, and any other trading cards. 
2.18.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Up 2 day in school suspension and confiscation of the card(s), dice etc. 
with retrieval only by parents/guardians along with a retrieval fee, e.g. $10. School is not responsible for the 
confiscated items which are not received one week after confiscation17-18,22. 
2nd Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Up to 3 day suspension. Card(s) will be confiscated and they will be 
given to parent only on or after last day of school along with a retrieval fee, e.g. $10. School is not responsible for 
the confiscated items which are not received one week after last day of school17-18,22. 
3rd Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. 3 day suspension. Recommendation for expulsion19-21. 
2.19. Gang and Secret Society  
Disruption and/or intimidation caused by the wearing of any type of clothing/jewelry or by writing of any signs 
identified as or associated with gangs29. Students cannot promise to or be members of a gang, secret society, illegal 
club, sorority or fraternity as stated in TEC Section 37.121. Section 37.121 subsection d describes "public school 
fraternity, sorority, secret society, or gang" as organizations composed wholly or in part of students of public 
primary or secondary schools that seeks to perpetuate themselves by taking in additional members from the students 
enrolled in school on the basis of the decision of its membership rather than on the free choice of a student in the 
school who is qualified by the rules of the school to fill the special aims of the organization. The term does not 
include an agency for public welfare, including Boy Scouts, Hi-Y, Girl Reserves, DeMolay, Rainbow Girls, Pan-
American Clubs, scholarship societies, or other similar educational organizations sponsored by state or national 
education authorities33. 
2.19.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Administrative discretion. Up to 2 day suspension17,18,22. 
2nd Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Administrative discretion. Up to 3 day suspension17,18. 
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2.20. Giving A False Fire Alarm 
Issuing a false fire alarm is a violation of the State Law. Any student who issues a false fire alarm is subject to 
the legal authorities. The penalties for this, especially if any injuries result, are immense; ranging from fine of 
$1,000 to $10,000 and jail terms. Making false 911 calls is also violation of the State Law. Any student who issues a 
false call is subject to prosecution by legal authorities. There will be $100 dollars for each false call23. 
2.20.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. 3 day suspension. Recommended for expulsion. Restitution for any 
damage. Possible prosecution by legal authorities. 
2.21. Harassing another Student and/or a Teacher, Administrator, or Staff Member 
Harassment means making unwelcome advances or any form of improper physical contact, gesture or sexual 
remark and any speech, written communication or action that creates a hostile, intimidating or offensive learning 
environment26,27
to provide a physically and psychologically safe environment in which to learn. For instance, TEC Section 37.083 
requires each school district to develop and implement a sexual harassment policy to be included in the district 
improvement plan under Section 11.25230
of his/her behavior. 
2.21.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/Guardian contacted. Administrative discretion with a recommendation for suspension. 
Possible expulsion. Possible prosecution17-23. 
2.22. Hazing and Disruptive Activities 
Hazing means to plan, encourage or engage in any hazing activity. Hazing is defined as doing any act or coercing 
another, including the victim, to do any act of initiation into any student or other organization that causes or creates 
a substantial risk or causes mental or physical harm to any person. Permission, consent or assumption of the risk by 
an individual subjected to hazing does not lessen the prohibition contained in this policy27,29. Hazing may also carry 
heavy legal consequences23. TEC Section 37.126 defines hazing as any intentional, knowing, or reckless act, 
occurring on or off the campus of an educational institution, by one person alone or acting with others, directed 
against a student, that endangers the mental or physical health or safety of a student for the purpose of pledging, 
being initiated into, affiliating with, holding office in, or maintaining membership in an organization27. The term 
includes: 
(A) any type of physical brutality, such as whipping, beating, striking, branding, electronic shocking, placing of a 
harmful substance on the body, or similar activity; 
(B) any type of physical activity, such as sleep deprivation, exposure to the elements, confinement in a small 
space, calisthenics, or other activity that subjects the student to an unreasonable risk of harm or that adversely 
affects the mental or physical health of safety of the student; 
(C) any activity involving consumption of a food, liquid, alcoholic beverage, liquor, drug, or other substance that 
subjects the student to an unreasonable risk of harm or that adversely affects the mental or physical health or safety 
of the student; 
(D) any activity that intimidates or threatens the student with ostracism, that subjects the student to extreme 
mental stress, shame, or humiliation, that adversely affects the mental health or dignity of the student or discourages 
the student from entering or remaining registered in an educational institution, or that may reasonably be expected to 
cause a student to leave the organization or the institution rather than submit to acts described in this subdivision; 
and  
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(E) any activity that induces, causes, or requires the student to perform a duty or task that involves a violation of 
the Penal Code. 
As stated in TEC Section 37.123 disruptive activity is defined as  
(1) obstructing or restraining the passage of persons in an exit, entrance, or hallway of a building without the 
authorization of the administration of the school; 
(2) seizing control of a building or portion of a building to interfere with an administrative, educational, research, 
or other authorized activity; 
(3) preventing or attempting to prevent by force or violence or the threat of force or violence a lawful assembly 
authorized by the school administration so that a person attempting to participate in the assemble is unable to 
participate due to the use of force or violence or due to a reasonable fear that force or violence is likely to occur; 
(4) disrupting by force or violence or the threat of force or violence a lawful assemble in progress; or 
(5) obstructing or restraining the passage of a person at an exit or entrance to the campus or property or 
preventing or attempting to prevent by force or violence or by threats of force or violence the ingress or egress of a 
person to or from the property or campus without the authorization of the administration of the school26. 
Any person who is convicted the third time of violating this section is ineligible to attend any institution of higher 
education receiving funds from this state before the second anniversary of the third conviction. However this section 
of TEC 37.123 may not be construed to infringe on any right of free speech or expression guaranteed by the 
constitution of the United States or of this state26. 
2.22.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Administrative discretion with a recommendation for suspension. Possible 
expulsion. Possible prosecution17-23. 
2.23. Leaving Campus Without Permission 
Leaving campus without prior consent and authorization from school administration is a disciplinary action 
requiring the corresponding sanctions. 
2.23.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/Guardian contacted. Up to 3 day out of school suspension17-18. 
2nd Offense: Parent/Guardian contacted. Possible expulsion19-21. 
2.24. Possession of Stolen Property 
Having in possession a property obtained without permission of the owner. 
2.24.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Administrative discretion. Up to 3 day suspension17-18,22. 
2nd Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Administrative discretion. Possible expulsion19-21. 
2.25. Possession or Use of Fireworks 
Using or possessing any amusement device, smoke bomb, etc falls within this category of unacceptable types of 
disciplinary behaviors that are referred directly25. 
2.25.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Administrative discretion. Saturday Detention22. 
2nd Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Administrative discretion. Up to 3 day suspension. Possible expulsion17-
21. 
1258   Volkan Cicek /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  47 ( 2012 )  1249 – 1262 
2.26. Provoking/Intimidating Behavior Encouraging or Urging Other Students to Violate School Rules 
Provoking/intimidating behavior, encouraging or urging other students to violate school rules are examples of 
unacceptable types of behaviors referred directly with no interventions. These disciplinary actions may have 
common characteristics with the ones explained under disruptive activities26-31, harrassments30, and organizational 
activities29,33 although they may combine altogether and thus less severe when evaluated and compared one by one 
but more severe when combined. 
2.26.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Administrative discretion. After School or Saturday Detention22. 
2nd Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Administrative discretion. Up to 3 day suspension17-18. 
3rd Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Administrative discretion. Possible expulsion19-21. 
2.27. Public Display of Affection 
Inappropriate behaviors of affection, which are not for public places such as kissing, hugging, physical contact, 
etc. fall within this category26. These unacceptable types of behaviors are different than the ones within sexual 
harassment category30 in the sense that sexual harassment incidents may contain public display of affection although 
the opposite may not be the case.  
2.27.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/Guardian contacted. Conference with student. Up to 2 day in school suspension17-18,22. 
2nd Offense: Parent/Guardian contacted. Administrative discretion. Up to 3 day suspension. Possible expulsion17-
21. 
2.28. Smoking or Using of Other Tobacco Products and/or Bringing Such Products to School 
This includes cigarettes, cigars, herbs, and smokeless tobacco. Possession of tobacco products in purses or 
lockers is prohibited under this policy. 
2.28.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/Guardian contacted. Three (3) day suspension. Possible expulsion17-22. 
2nd Offense: Parent/Guardian contacted. Possible expulsion19-21. 
2.29. Steal and/or Vandalize Private Property 
This means to cause or attempt to cause damage to private property or steal or attempt to steal private property 
either on school grounds or during a school activity, function, or event on school grounds26,31. Students and their 
parents or guardians will be held responsible for any theft/vandalism that their student commits on school property. 
School may file a police report in cases of theft and vandalism23. Either offense can carry heavy legal penalties. 
2.29.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Administrative discretion. Restitution if required. Up to 3 day suspension. 
Possible expulsion17-22. 
2nd Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Administrative discretion. Up to 3 day suspension. Restitution if 
required. Possible expulsion. Police report filed19-21,23. 
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2.30. Trespassing 
Entering any school property or into any school facility without proper authority, which includes any entry during 
a period of suspension34. 
2.30.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/Guardian contacted. Up to 2 day out of school suspension17-18,22. 
2nd Offense: Parent/Guardian contacted. Up to 3 day out of school suspension. Possible expulsion17-21. 
2.31. Uniform Violations 
Schools that require uniforms usually specify the details about the uniforms in Student Handbooks. Thus, 
students shall come to school in uniform and in line with specific uniform and appearance limitations described 
therein. Students are not allowed to attend class until they are in proper attire. All missed work must be made up. 
Other than wearing the required school uniforms, following types of dress code violations are common in US 
schools, which mostly require disciplinary sanctions3-15; 
 Shirts that are not tucked in and pants with no belts are of utmost importance due to the safety reasons 
because of the possibility that student may hide weapons underneath.  
 Pants must fit properly, they may not be baggy, may not sag, and also some schools do not allow low waist, 
cargo, capri style pants or pedal pushers.  
 Belts must fit properly and not hang down when buckled. 
 No sleeveless shirts, tanktops, skintight, bicycle legging, short dresses and skirts, no low cut, midriff, 
backless blouses are permitted.  
 If shorts are accepted, they cannot be shorter than stated in the Student Handbook along with skirts, that is 
usually knee level.  
 Socks are required and no pads or footies are accepted as replacements. 
 Lace-up shoes or loafers that are closed toe, and closed heel are accepted along with athletic shoes that 
have backs or secure straps on the heel for safety. 
 Sandals, flip-flops, clogs, high-heels, platform shoes, hiking boots, snow boots, mules, skate shoes are not 
accepted.  
 No facial and body piercing and no visible tattoos and body writings are allowed, jewelry must be gender 
appropriate and simple. 
 Extreme hairstyles and hair colors, sunglasses, wallets with long chains, pajamas, hats, caps, bandannas, 
and other headgear and outerwear such as windbreakers, jean jackets, or ski jackets are also frequently not 
accepted. 
 Hoodies are occasionally not accepted to be worn on school premises. 
In general garments must be free of holes, tears, inappropriate language, logos, messages or advertising. Pictures, 
emblems, or writings on clothing that are lewd, offensive, vulgar, or obscene; advertise or depict tobacco products, 
alcoholic beverages, drugs, or any other prohibited substance are not permitted. 
2.31.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Student will be sent to the office to fix the violation. Parent/guardian contacted. If the violation 
cannot be corrected, parent/guardian will be contacted to bring proper attire. Possible 1 day in-school suspension17-
18,22. 
2nd Offense: Student will be sent to the office to fix the violation. Parent/guardian contacted. If the violation 
cannot be corrected, parent/guardian will be contacted to bring proper attire. Possible 1 day in-school suspension17-
18,22. 
3rd Offense: Student will be sent to the office to fix the violation. Parent/guardian contacted. If violation cannot 
be corrected, parent/guardian will be contacted to bring proper attire. Up to 3 day in-school suspension17-18,22. 
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4th Offense: Student will be sent to the office to fix the violation. Parent/Guardian contacted. If the violation 
cannot be corrected, parent/guardian will be contacted to bring proper attire. Up to 3 day suspension with possible 
expulsion17-22. 
2.32. Using Drugs and/or Alcohol and Selling or Intention to Sell Drugs and/or Alcohol 
Use of drugs or alcohol means to knowingly possess, consume, use, handle, give, store, conceal, offer to sell, sell, 
transmit, acquire, buy, represent, make, apply, or be under the influence of any narcotic drug, hallucinogenic drug, 
amphetamine, barbiturate, marijuana, tranquilizer, non-prescription or prescription drug (except when under the 
direction of a physician/parent and within school procedure), alcoholic beverage, intoxicant, solvent, gas, or any 
mood-altering chemical, drug of abuse or any counterfeit-controlled substance of any kind including butane 
lighters35. This prohibition also applies to any type of drug related paraphernalia. If caught, the student will be 
expelled and law enforcement officials may be contacted. The sale, distribution, possession, or use of drugs, alcohol, 
fake drugs, steroids, inhalants, and look alike drugs is prohibited anywhere on school grounds, at any school 
activity, and on any school transportation36. Many drug abuse offenses are also felonies23. 
2.32.1. Consequences 
1st Offense: Parent/guardian contacted. Direct expulsion proceedings19-22. 
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